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On this date the priest blesses the child again, while offerings
are made to the family shrine, to the sun, and to the evil spirits.
The well-to-do make a big occasion of the first birthday and
give a banquet with theatrical performances, but it is a rule for
all to give a shadow-play as a part of the ceremonies. After the

first anniversary less attention is paid to birthdays; the third year
has a special significance and perhaps the mother will make some
offerings in subsequent years, but grown people forget about
them and soon lose track of their ages.

On his first birthday the child receives his magic name from the
priest, who writes various propitious names, obtained through a
divination, on pieces of palm-leaf which he burns. The name
given to the child is that which can be made out most clearly
from the charred remains, or the one that takes the longest time
to burn. This is a secret name that no one ever hears and soon
even the father forgets it. A baby is simply called " the child of